ESSAY CHECKLIST

CONTENT & ORGANIZATION:
Introduction:

___begins with some background information about the topic
___contains a “narrative hook” – a sentence or idea to capture the reader’s attention

___contains a thesis statement
· ___thesis statement clearly introduces your argument

· ___thesis statement is clear / well-written
· ___thesis statement contains at least 2-3 valid reasons which support your argument

· ___thesis is at the END of the introduction

Body Paragraphs:

___include a topic sentence to introduce the material

___use specific, relevant examples from the text to support your argument

___details / examples are sufficiently described

___contains correct use of MLA citations when citing or paraphrasing text

___last sentence is a transition sentence
Conclusion:

___first sentence is a reworded thesis statement

___accurately summarizes the main points from the body paragraphs

___contains an explanation of why / how the topic is important / relevant

Essay contains the following STYLE & FORMATTING errors:
___spelling errors

___punctuation errors (commas, colons, semicolons, periods, etc.)

___errors in apostrophe use

___errors in capitalization

___errors in subject-verb agreement

___misused homonyms (there, their, they’re; to, too, two; threw, through; etc.)

___didn’t vary sentence structure so the writing uses a mix of sentence types 


(joins independent clauses with a semicolon; uses complex sentence structure; 

uses short & long sentences)

___awkward / unclear writing

___tense switches (from past tense to present tense and vice versa)

___repetitive words / phrases / ideas

___use of 1st person point-of-view (“I think”; “I believe”; “In my opinion”; etc.)

___use of 2nd person point-of-view (addressing the audience as “you”)

___sentence fragments (incomplete sentences)

___run-on sentences

___comma splices / fused sentences

___incorrect MLA in-text citation format

Additional Teacher Comments:

