English 10/10H

End of the Year Reflection Essay Outline / Guidelines
Step 1:  Review your portfolio assignment from the beginning of the year as well as your work throughout the year.  Where did you start out skill wise?  Begin to think about how much your skills have changed / not changed over the course of the year; use the Skill Areas Explanation sheet to help focus your ideas / thoughts / reflections.  Look back over your individual portfolio reflections and start to get an idea of what you’ve accomplished / how you’ve changed this year.

Step 2:  Piece Selection – You will select about 3-5 pieces to represent who you are as an English student.  Ask yourself the following questions to help you identify / discern what skills the piece accurately reflects:

· What did I have to do in order to do well on this project?
· Why did I receive the grade that I received?

· What skills did I need to demonstrate in order to do well on this project?

· You DO NOT need to pick a piece per skill area.  Select pieces that you feel best represent your skills/ strengths / weaknesses as an English student.

Step 3:  Now you can start writing your reflection.  This is not an evaluation of the class nor is it an evaluation of my teaching skills; this essay provides you with the opportunity to really think about what skills you possess so that you can more accurately assess your skills throughout the upcoming school year.  Your essay should focus on the main skills areas of the English curriculum: Communication (both written and spoken), Reading Comprehension and Analysis; Research (both process and product), Critical Thinking (depth of thought, analytical abilities, synthesis of information) and Independent Learning (goal setting, work ethic). 
***You are not required to write a separate paragraph per piece or per skill area.  You are expected to organize your ideas and reflections in a coherent and logic manner without being formulaic and repetitive. 

Here is a general outline of your reflection:

· Introduction

· Suggestions for introduction:

· Value of writing, reading, and learning
· Value / importance of a good education

· Importance of growth and change (and acknowledging that change)

· You could also write your reflection in a letter to your teacher for next year

· Body paragraphs – which will include a discussion of your skills/strengths / weaknesses and how they have changed / why they have changed (at least 4-5 body paragraphs)
· Discuss your skills = you select what you want to discuss in each paragraph.  You can go by skills on the rubric, but, let’s face it, that gets boring and repetitive quite quickly.  

· What do you do well when it comes to reading / writing / research (whatever skill you are addressing in this particular paragraph)? 

· With what do you struggle and why?

· This is your opportunity to write about yourself and your skills.  Some of the best reflections are organized chronologically as you trace your development throughout the year, rather than doing each skill in a segmented fashion.  

· Conclusion
· Set goals for next year

· Make a strategic plan to accomplish those goals

· Important: It is difficult to provide a sufficient reflection in less than 2.5 pages.  

Please note that this is merely a suggestion about how you should tackle this assignment.  I do not want you to feel as if you have no freedom in your own personal reflection; just be sure that you address the items I have asked you to address within your reflection.  
REQUIRED PIECES FOR 10 REGENTS-LEVEL CLASSES: 

· Critical Lens with rubric

· Research project (topic summary, research worksheets, annotated bibliography, essay)
· Persuasive essay/thesis-based writing with rubric
· Creative piece – CD project, “Who is Responsible” assignment, etc.
· Controlling Ideas responses with rubrics
REQUIRED PIECES FOR 10 HONORS-LEVEL CLASSES:

· Research Project (including topic synopsis, outline, annotated bibliography, and essay)
· Thesis / Persuasive writing piece
· AP task – “I Have a Dream” packet, poetry annotations, etc. (ONLY include if you are entering English 11 AP Language next year)
· Lord of the Flies Literary Criticism essay with rubric

· Critical Lens essay with rubric
· Creative piece – fairy-tale satire, mock proposal, etc.
***The pieces listed above MUST be in your portfolios or you will lose points (they may or may not be the pieces that you write about in your essay). You should also include any additional pieces that you feel best represent your skills as an English student, including those you referred to in your reflection.***
THIS REFLECTION MUST BE TYPED, DOUBLE-SPACED, AND WRITTEN IN TIMES NEW ROMAN 12-POINT FONT. NO EXCEPTIONS!

DUE DATE: ______________________________________________________
