SKILL AREAS – PORTFOLIO RUBRIC

Effective Communication

· Ability to communicate ideas clearly both in writing and speaking

· Applies conventions of grammar / spelling 

· Use of sophisticated language to express ideas; word choice (diction)

· Proofreading / Editing to correct mistakes; evaluates own work (reads teacher comments, rubrics, feedback to improve skills)

· Ability to engage the audience with written and spoken language

Critical Reading

· Turn reading into meaning

· Read the written form as meaningful language

· Read with independence / competence / fluency

· Develop and answer own questions about what you read

· Derive author’s meaning and purpose 

· How well do you think about what you read?

Critical Thinking

· Mental process of analyzing and evaluating information

· Involves the synthesis of information and the development of your own questions about the material

· Ability to develop a thesis about a work

· Ability to draw conclusions about a work, an idea, etc.

· Can apply problem-solving strategies to solve a difficult question / situation / idea

Research Skills

· Chooses a relevant topic and develops good questions (and thesis) about that topic

· Demonstrates skill and independence in locating valid sources

· Ability to distinguish between valid and invalid sources

· Knowledge and application of MLA citations

Independent Learning

· Ability to set short- and long-term goals for oneself and determining the steps needed to achieve those goals

· Evaluates achievement and effort

· Views oneself responsible for his/her own learning

· Challenges oneself by setting challenging goals, ones that require effort and growth

